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halted by a new cycle of war, with Yemen entering the stage of collapse of the guarantor state

institutions in the year 2014.

The paper proposed a number of recommendations and solutions for multiple stakeholders,
decision-makers, law enforcement agencies, professional civil bodies, and experts in the field in
order to establish theoretical frameworks upon which to issue laws and legislation and establish
sufficient national mechanisms to protect the digital rights of Yemenis, including journalists and

human rights defenders.
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The paper concluded its findings with a number of reasons behind the absence of legislation and
laws related to digital rights in Yemen, the most important of which is the political instability in
the country. In the interpretations of the laws and their texts, it was found that the legislative
structure governing freedom of the press and media in Yemen included a large number of
prohibitions and penalties contained in many local laws, most notably the Press and Publications

Law and its executive regulations and the Crimes and Penal Code.

The paper discussed the official and informal efforts that contributed to attempts to develop
relevant national legislation and mechanisms, the most important of which were what was stated
in the outcomes of the National Dialogue Conference, where its document issued in 2012
stipulated electronic and digital rights and called for their protection and the protection of

communications and privacy. However, those The outcomes did not see the light and were
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2 -The criminalized acts are similar in the text of the law, although the penal texts differ in the

same context.

3 -Local laws do not explicitly stipulate freedom for journalists, which suggests that the principle

of journalistic work is prohibition, not permissibility and freedom.

4 -The failure of legislation regulating journalistic work to keep pace with technological

challenges and developments such as means of communication and communication.

5 -For about 30 years, no laws related to journalistic work have been updated or issued, except
for draft laws that have expired and have not been approved, despite the development in the

concept of journalism and the diversification of its tools and means.
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a special law concerned with digital rights on a theoretical level or effective official procedures

and mechanisms in reality.

This paper showed the absence of national legislation and its failure to keep pace with technical
developments, including the absence of legislation specifically for digital rights, reviewing the

legal texts in Yemen in this regard.

The most prominent legal defects and drawbacks to the texts of current Yemeni law and
legislation, which represent an obstacle to providing protection for journalists and human rights
defenders, and a cause of legal insecurity for journalists, can be summarized in the following

points:

1-Yemeni legislation related to journalistic work and freedom of expression and opinion suffers
from the generality and ambiguity of the texts.
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During the last two decades, the world has witnessed rapid development in the digital fields,
reaching the point of using artificial intelligence tools. This was accompanied by persistent
attempts, many of which succeeded in establishing laws guaranteeing digital rights in a number
of countries around the world. This was aided by efforts, support and support, especially by
international and international organizations active in the field. In this area, and at other times,
the urgent need of the authorities was the motivation behind issuing laws of this kind, some of

which were met with objections and critical viewpoints.

In doing so, Yemen has fallen behind in the race to protect digital rights as a basic human right

that nations and peoples are competing to achieve. Yemen still does not have clear legislation and
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-How can we benefit from similar international experiences to enact a Yemeni law in this regard?

-What international references can be used, replaced, or resorted to in the absence of national

legislation?
-Are there national mechanisms that protect digital rights and prevent or limit cybercrimes?

-What are the possible opportunities for enacting legislation and a law that protects digital rights,

and what are the potential obstacles?
-How can we benefit from similar international experiences to enact a Yemeni law in this regard?

- What international references can be used, replaced, or resorted to in the absence of national

legislation?

81




-What cases represent legal loopholes in legislation that can be exploited or used by judicial

authorities or their representatives against journalists and human rights defenders?

-What are the types of violations that journalists and defenders were exposed to as a result of

legal loopholes?
-What digital violations do journalists and human rights defenders suffer in Yemen?

-How did the absence of national legislation on digital rights contribute to the increase in digital

violations against journalists and defenders?
-Are there national mechanisms that protect digital rights and prevent or limit cybercrimes?

-What are the possible opportunities for enacting legislation and a law that protects digital rights,

and what are the potential obstacles?
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Yemeni legislation and laws regulating journalistic work, especially digital journalism, which
guarantee the rights and freedoms of the press and the right to opinion and expression, suffer
from significant gaps and weaknesses compared to the current development of the concept and
means of journalism. At the same time, it suffers from a complete absence of any laws that

protect digital rights and combat cybercrimes.

The paper seeks to examine this problem in its many aspects by obtaining answers to the

following questions:

-To what extent does current Yemeni law address and guarantee freedom of the press, opinion,

expression, and digital rights?
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The same methodology was applied in discussing and analyzing the decision of the Attorney
General of the Republic to establish the Cybercrime Division, its rationale and effects, and the

descriptive and analytical narrative of the cybercrimes spread in Yemen.

It also used an investigative approach in collecting data, with the paper’s author communicating
with a number of specialized journalists and judges and discussing with them to crystallize ideas

that contributed to developing recommendations and proposals for solutions.

The paper’s author relied on the Sada Organization's database to infer and explain the effects and
examples of violations occurring against journalists and human rights defenders in Yemen in light

of the absence of the necessary laws or conflicts in the texts of current laws.
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The paper relied on the legal and descriptive analytical approach within the framework of the
general analytical approach, with a review of local laws and texts, including the National
Dialogue Document and the special texts itincluded guaranteeing freedom of thought and
expression and other rights related to the press and the use of advanced means, and comparing

them with the texts of international agreements and laws.

Through the precise analytical and descriptive approach to the texts of those laws and
discovering the extent of their compatibility with international laws and the extent of the Yemeni

legislator’s response and application of those laws.
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. CYRILLA

Advancing Access to
Digital Rights Law

This study was carried out with funding from The CYRILLA Collaborative is a global
initiative established in 2019 with the goal to map and analyse the evolution and impacts

of legal frameworks in digital environments.
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